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MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. These are tough times for 
our Nation, but the American people 
can take heart that with the leadership 
of President Obama, we are headed in 
the right direction. 

When the President took office, he 
inherited a $1.2 trillion deficit, two 
wars, the recession, mounting job 
losses, and disasters like Katrina that 
pushed our economy to the brink. 

Since then, with his guidance we 
have passed the American Recovery 
Act that saved jobs; the expansion of 
SCHIP, to provide health coverage to 
11 million children; the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act, the equal pay act for 
women in the workplace; the Credit 
Card Bill of Rights; and the historic 
health reform that finally makes qual-
ity, affordable coverage a right for 
every American. Soon we will enact fi-
nancial reforms that give us the over-
sight and accountability to prevent an-
other economic collapse. 

The President continues to move us 
in the right direction and is doing all 
the right things. Unfortunately, our 
Republican colleagues continue to have 
no plan and no direction. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PEARL REX- 
HARTZELL 

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I come 
before the House to pay special tribute 
to Pearl Rex-Hartzell, who passed away 
recently. 

Pearl’s life was dedicated to serving 
others. She said once, ‘‘As long as I live 
I have to serve.’’ Living up to her 
motto of service, she could be found 
constantly smiling, dancing and par-
ticipating in numerous organizations. 
Pearl believed that ‘‘we can’t just sit 
back and enjoy freedom. We must work 
to preserve it.’’ This remarkable 
woman had a deep love of God, coun-
try, and family, and she selflessly dedi-
cated her life to helping all those in 
need. 

Pearl represents the reality that a 
single person can make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of those around her 
by smiling, serving and standing by 
their principles. 

It is appropriate that we honor her 
accomplishments, her example and her 
lifelong dedication to community serv-
ice. I wish nothing but the best to her 
family and hope they feel the deep 
gratitude of Utah and truly remember 
this remarkable woman. She has served 
our community well, and we will miss 
her. 

DON’T BE FOOLED BY RELEASE 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS BY 
CUBA 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because we cannot be fooled by 
the Castro regime’s announcement to 
release 52 political prisoners. That 
would be 52 out of approximately 5,000. 

The release of these prisoners, held 
only because they disagree with the 
government, would be good news if 
they were actually being released, but 
only five to 10 prisoners will be re-
leased immediately. The rest will be 
let go over the next three to four 
months. Why does it take months to 
release a group of prisoners when it 
only took one night to arrest them? We 
cannot be fooled. 

The Castro regime has released pris-
oners many times before in exchange 
for lesser sanctions, but these tem-
porary releases never result in perma-
nent reforms. 

The regime is unilaterally releasing 
52 prisoners, but what is to keep them 
from simply arresting hundreds more? 
We cannot be fooled. And above all, we 
cannot alter our sanctions or policies 
towards Cuba based on this one super-
ficial gesture. 

f 
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DEBT 

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. For the past 18 
months, the leadership in the House 
has ignored the impending fiscal crisis, 
acting like they know best and that 
the economy would recover if we sim-
ply spent more money. They’re wrong. 
And today, I’d like to remind them of 
one number that should get their at-
tention: $166 billion. A few years ago, 
that was more than the annual budget 
deficit. Now, that’s how much the debt 
increased on June 30 alone. The Presi-
dent’s fiscal commission said this debt 
is a cancer ‘‘that will destroy the coun-
try from within.’’ As a daughter of two 
cancer survivors, those words are 
strong. But as a CPA that knows how 
debilitating debt can be, I couldn’t 
agree more. It’s time for the majority 
to stop ignoring reality. It’s time to 
stop the reckless spending and get the 
$13.2 trillion debt under control. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SCHRADER. As a member of the 
fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coali-
tion, I would like to bring attention to 
my district’s growing concern about 
our national debt. Oregon’s Fifth Con-
gressional District has been severely 
impacted by the recent economic 

downturn. Like Oregon families 
throughout my State, Congress must 
start learning to live within its means. 
I put a high priority on financial re-
sponsibility, which is why I’ve intro-
duced H.R. 5363, the Preventing Waste, 
Fraud, and Abuse Act of 2010. The Act 
encourages the Federal Government to 
make strategic investments to elimi-
nate waste, fraud, and abuse in our en-
titlement programs. For every dollar 
we put into the program, we get $1.50 
to $8 back. 

Today, we will be voting on the Im-
proper Payments Elimination and Re-
covery Act of 2010. By passing this bill, 
we will expand the process of identi-
fying programs and activities suscep-
tible to improper payments. Identi-
fying these programs will eliminate 
fraud. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

f 

MOB VIOLENCE 
(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, mob vio-
lence serves no good purpose. Last 
week, a California mob violently dis-
agreed with the jury verdict in a high- 
profile case. I have no opinion if the 
verdict is inconsistent with the facts of 
the case, but I do have an opinion that 
mob violence offers no solutions. I do 
not embrace all jury verdicts, but when 
I am not in agreement with jury ver-
dicts, I do not resort to violence. I do 
not promote the smashing of plate- 
glass windows. I do not promote the 
stealing of goods behind those win-
dows. I do not promote the inflicting of 
injury upon innocent third parties. 

Mob members taking the law into 
their own hands, Mr. Speaker, is op-
posed to all that is good about Amer-
ica, yet few people have spoken out 
against it. Surely, the majority of 
Americans are opposed to mob vio-
lence. I reiterate: Mob violence serves 
no good purpose and should be deterred 
and rejected. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR SENIORS 
(Mr. MURPHY of New York asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of sen-
iors across upstate New York. Since 
coming to Washington, I have fought 
to strengthen Medicare, protect Social 
Security, and ensure that our seniors 
can retire with dignity. As a founding 
member of the Seniors Task Force, I 
was proud to help introduce the Sen-
iors Bill of Rights to guarantee the dig-
nity and independence of all older 
Americans. We need to ensure that 
they have access to quality, affordable 
health and long-term care. We need to 
provide protection from scams, abuses, 
and exploitation. And we need to pro-
vide safe and livable communities. 

For years, credit card companies 
have taken advantage of our seniors by 
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